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 ‘A picture is worth a thousand words’ 
 

Introduction 
 

Assignment four asks us to write an essay of one thousand words on an image of our choice.  

 

The image that I have selected is ‘Juvisy, France’.  Originally titled ‘Sunday on the Banks of the 

Marne’ (also known as ‘Sunday on the Banks of the Seine’) it was taken in 1938 by Henri 

Cartier-Bresson as part of a paid assignment for the French Communist magazine Regards.  I 

chose this image as it appealed to me visually and I found it sufficiently interesting at first 

glance to warrant further investigation.  My preliminary research informed me that it contained 

sufficient scope for me to be able to perform the rigorous and critical analysis required by the 

brief.  

 

Having chosen my image from a book, it was useful, serendipitous even, to have the 

opportunity to see  it  first-hand at an exhibition of Cartier-Bresson’s work held recently by the 

Beetles + Huxley gallery in London.  The print’s physicality made it more personal and it 

became a tangible object rather than a mere page in a book.  As well as appreciating the 

visual depth, the contrast and tones, I found that I could really immerse myself into the 

image, noticing minor details that had previously escaped my attention.  Being able to 

examine the print closely and also look at it within the context of Cartier-Bresson’s other 

images raised further questions for my preparatory research.  

 

I requested permission from Magnum Photos to display Juvisy on my blog for educational 

purposes, however they did not feel the need to respond to my request.  Aware of the need to 

respect copyright, the image can be viewed by clicking on the link here. 

 

My research for this assignment has taken me from leisure to politics, from picnics to paintings 

and has proved extremely interesting even if rather wide in scope and large in volume, taking 

me in many different, albeit absorbing, directions.  With the 1,000 word-count limit for the 

essay in mind I therefore chose to concentrate on a couple of aspects of the image which I 

consider to be central to my reading of it rather than to spread my analysis too thinly.  The 

need as I saw it to verbalise some of the concepts discussed in the course material also guided 

the direction of my assignment writings.   

 

There were a lot of elements that I found interesting about this image.  I have therefore 

decided to detail these in an additional post as I feel that I have benefited from all the 
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research and analysis that I carried out for the assignment even if ultimately some of the 

topics were by necessity omitted from the essay. 
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